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"HIQTORY OF ”Hh 95TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP.

The Nlnefv Fxfth Bombardment Group with Colonel Alfreu A Kessler .

Jr. Commanning, wos activated bv ﬂuthority of upeeial Order 295, Oct—;i-
"'Anuer "3, 1947 "aadonarters, Arny Air Base, Ge;ger Field Washinpton. f
The Group comnoscd of a cadre from the Thirty Fourth Bonbardwent Group

conqiﬁted‘o; AS Offlcers and 2OQ enl*sted men.' ﬁath thc Grouo, nerg:;; 

-

actlvated four snuadzons, Wthh were tAe 3’Ath, com';noea bv Cap.aid

. un1 ilner,.‘he 335 h bv Guptaiﬁ mcfnlgh i the ;36 h b\_Cantaln Cole uudﬁ*ilf
> }“_ d1a Al?th hv Cantsin mum;oxd._
) After Perfo*ning nOﬁzal duties for oeziod o’ 5 dav; orﬂerc reré .
1qqued Oc oher 90 JQAL trﬁns;err;ng thc group to ”phrafa, %ashinpt;n,:j
) rhn*e if ETTlV’d at 1’00, Octobur 11 1945. The strewgth of. thp ?roap
at thn end o Octnbor ve" L- o'cherc, rurzent OfalCBr ép( 271 éne.
1isued men. = - . . “ |
Here, et ?Dhroua for the flrbt tlmp, moct of the offlcers ann 
men of thic embrovo groun, learned whnt 11v1ng conditlons in the "Flalﬁ" 'w
‘ “eould be 1ibe - ne n;ce, wATM barr cks were: uroviﬂnd, 8s in the pes t, -
tenus,wmthout floor< heatlng stoves vi‘houu ‘uel enﬁ the genera; mesa
wag very unéatisfacuorv. The leck of school builalngs, banger » end
o buildinps for group and sauzdron heamquarters vas & serious handicnp
. to nroper and efficinnt training. ‘ ' . ‘
The 3 condifions vere he ped~con cherly w;thin a few devs throush
E e o K continued effort and drive of the Groun Commander, COanﬁl Kessler.
} - on Yovember 20, tho group wes alerfed and dispatched a;l aveilable
plane nith their comolete crews, 1o . search for an enemy force supnosedly
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'anproachmg Ca‘lifornle's shores, which provee to be a false alar'u.

Due fo bad wea ther Enr] other unfavorable tralnir.g condition the' :

Group vcs c-rr'l.—rpd bnck to Ge:.per F‘ield to conh.nue traminw end ar“lved -

"at thnt bs-e November 7/., and vds egain, because of wea her conditions, ot

_,orﬂerﬂc’ to F.ap‘lé Ci‘ty,' ._outh Da"ota, whe”e it .arrived Decenber ll., 104

‘I'hL made it nossible ‘!rv ‘he end oI‘ J'anuprj,' to complete "nd Pha%e train- g

ing with aver gﬂ-s o; over °0 hours ner Combat cre“s for ..he mont.h of

B ".-i«evmarv 19/.,. ' ‘ S o
°trength of the Grouo a'l. thc end oi‘ Decenber, 1°A2, ya' '421 ofht.er
S a.r wh o“flcer‘t 2 wa:rent off‘u‘r:rq #né l 86 . enlz.s..ed mpn. e

Two a:.rp*ane accidents mnrrec’ uhe Gro xp s here-*o—fora mrf‘r-ét "ecord
"durmp the. 'uonth of Januar;'. : 'l"he 1t be"ng & ‘orced larlding neer "ie*re, s,
: D.,w‘aen ai‘ter 3 crew members had “baleu out". the’ plane lanﬁed vrj.{'hout

df-naee to uhe cher mernberq of' fhe cren, but coneideralu.e damere to ..he
»_t)’a‘ne. -

The other wes. near Ordway, Colorado, when during ] b’inding snow- Lo

. storm whicﬁ caught the creu in tho air, crashc—d and killed all members

A'nn'd destroyed the ‘Pla_ne.. '.l’he memberw of’ the cren were as follow5'

; ‘j Pilot
: Go-—?ilot

oo i <2nd Lt. ‘.,. E.lﬂoodward

: T i ?nd Lt LeAs Cattron
an Lt. - Norval .

- Sfsgr.” Haskell:$:




 S/%gt. Carl Simpson .- “,"1Radio G\mner Do
- §/gt..C. J, Burris’ - “Gunner - .
S/sgt. C. D. HcDonalc - Ny vEngineer-Gunner G

Qtrong»h o the Grou-; et the end o" January 191.3 was. 219 of iégz{q, 5,"

Q fl‘ll»ht o(‘tice“,' v‘arrnnt of"icor... Pna 1’12 enlisted nen._' T :

On tne 1qt o.. February .,he Groun st,erfen it% f‘ina.a ohrne t,ram:.ng

wl'-:.ch v-it'h helv of ‘»wood uather anﬁ aetprminatio' o;. all mcm ers of the _7,,' ‘{

ST

Grouo the ‘\Iinetv Fi"th h ‘mo L,succe ..ful trdirair.g oeriou. Tﬂxe four o

- } trainirwg af the en" of the month. The

o acgioanv neal “urnn, «—on’rh Dakota t‘ﬂau killed 517 on boarcl

men‘aers v.'er

.);si;"I—.t-. Oliver L. Walker .: """:i‘.Alo‘c.T

: 2nd Lt, Howerd D, "Stewens Jr,.. = Co-Pilot
- 2nd. Lt, Norman K. 'natthc E ..,"'Navig&tor

. -2nd Lt. George J. Morris .- " . Bombedier. .

" T/Sgt. Gereld W. ‘Baker .. ... . . Enginesr - -
T/Sgt. Charles-R, Hooberry - Radio- Ocerator e Loen
°’3gt. Jemes D. White . . Ass't Engineer o 0 T M
S/Sgt, Michsel Mitzks. . . -Ags't Redio 0pera+or N R
S/8gt.- C!'anes Missana JUREEE Gunne-r R

‘I'*-e strength of the Groan s.+ thr- end of Februerv 1%, .g;s Pléofficexs,

9 f‘lipht of“icerq, ? warrant off‘icers snn 12‘26 enli*-‘ ed~ men: o

arch

'_ 'purin

..,ime began 00 dreg somerha.., 'the Group lmer i

arc‘” l] th f.he air echelon leI‘t ror Kearney, Nebraska for -its fina; pro— :, '

» ‘::1

an the only ‘remaining uer'onnel of t'n Ninet.y Fif*t.h Bomb G 'up



. ; )

au nnlies and perconnel. The oersonnel =hortapes had been a continued

headache. The Groun shou"d heve newr mrangferred out its ovoraae 'sor
qoon.‘ i |
B Oﬁ March ?’7th ..hi< now tra:med Group had :Lts firsf réview vﬂnch
.?.rwo"}'m out very succeﬂsfully. : A comment. mede by & naratrouner v.itne sing
f-the peri‘ormances stat.ed tha* it'vés t..he best-he had seen in the DAS t

E eirzht mcmths 1'u_lv..d r.g those g:wen he‘ Infantry.

Thg® fact‘af‘ﬁ‘:rﬂ,,.;
B :,ed much. vleasu e ‘ oth- o’flrérq and men of‘ the’ .ound echelon..: April |
: -fhr"“’lst the fbur tr&i.r;s:‘é. ed at the ‘Iev' J'ersey staging aree, Camp‘Kilmér
:""‘Prenaratmn for Droces*nng w&s -begxmtimen:.&te‘y and i'x three.cmyﬁ *he‘
Z>"~~154.."x 'M«s com,_,tnlv proce.,sed, th‘ firqt Grouu %

‘»-_-"_m our =hintnent. On a.rrival at Camo Kilmer_we were greeted by the four'zn '

" Camp xilm;er_. On the 2/.th this ‘same narty lef‘o again. _ '

s




jOne of the vivid memories the men who aerved their
' country overseas 1n thie var will carry with them all of
-their lives is the voyage across.< For many it was the

bfirst long, salt water trip An’ their entirz lifetime:and4

;for'those who;had crossed the ocean in the_gay days of

,iaritish Isles but the Queen Elizabeth completed the..-‘,m_

f'journey in six days. For bha rirst two days at sea the

'n,,




L ous: number of passengera was alone with nothing

 ; water to be seenéin avary direction. Once 1n a while‘a-'

‘.

s achool or porpoiaes could be seen playing along side J
of the ship and once g large convoy was sighted, but

as convoya were likely to be followad by subs the crew f

o

turned ‘the big ship sharply awav. TpevgpncqanLQeg§Qg, -

':day n“May.‘ The‘aroup was led’to the promonado deck "

"hﬁ”iii’ﬁight*affkif. “Tg: can't be described how crowded-;

it was all along ﬁhe sntire length of that roofed but
otherwise open deck. It was impossible to stretch out
at all and one man couldn't move without touching same

part of another Ge I body. The tempera were short and




Regardless or the crowding and 1nability to get into
a. comfortable position everyone fell asleep--a sleep R

caused by fatigue or their bodies from carryingiavgun

themselves 1n. One 1mprovement was that they could

was eleven'ofnlock and they were 1nformed that at noon.t“’“mvwrium

they would move again.4 It Was then that the plan was:

eviden? Two shifta were to use the bunks and promo-

Ty

i nade deck for sleeping. ,From noonauntil_nqon one shiftfj“:'A.'”'ﬁ

had the bed and 1rom the following noon unt 1 the next

the second shift toox over, leaving the first snift

to sleep on the decks. It wasn't long berore the men At e

weze getuing to know the shipuand we“e rindinb nume ;
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The chow lines on-: the ehip were most certainly
the biggest in the Army. °The line wound round An="
numorable corners, along halls and up and down stairs._Hfﬂ
A soldier wnited in 1t for fifteen or twanty minutea' :
;:‘=1d then would move. ahend a'shoft diatance #ﬁ,a great’
apeed. Thon he. “'uld ait again and th"lntire pro-ii
cess Qould'be'repegted.. Tho first d#& there was &

A‘Jf'little organization but not much. Itltook some of

‘ waa which.:,Once 1n the mess:they Aﬁe in:a hurry andiﬁ'i?“

a

K

moved quickly to a rﬁom where mess kits were washed,¥5:t

Eating took no more than ten minutes. Getting into
the meas hall +ook onlthalf an'hour 1f one were ex—”:
tremely lucgy. The food was served 1n large dishes_rhh

which were started at the head of the tsble'and pass-‘

ed from man to man and the unlucky G I.'s at the end

.

very ofhen cama up short.

Strange as 1t may seem there were(gpt many rumorv;,-"‘

F

which sprang up during the voyage.» About hhe only one




Ved

“»Jthat really could be considered big was that standard

:for all on every troop ship which runs something like
~-'t‘.his - the German radio announced tﬁgay that they had
| ,sunk this ehip.i The people back hamﬁhpeard 1t end they'l

bad to be satieried \vith coke. Bla.ck jack, pok"r ?}xd
many other forme of card games passed away a lot.
time, several men came to England much richer thaﬁ\ﬁ?ég\
they left the states. The sea voyage romancss whicm\ 1~M
blossomed during the ﬁfip must“ee meﬁﬁioned.A.mhevgiﬁ;s
H‘-were a great attraction andf‘hile their quarters were :
= well gﬁarded by M P.'s againstAhhe vre’eager guyerthere

was nothing to stop bhem from meeting their dates on

-'l} a common sround. Before the girle end guye got too palay




walsy (or maybe after) the orficer in charge of the S

: army men on the Ship &nnounced over the addresa ‘ o

system that- no. birls would be allowed on the sun

B deck ( a great place for pitching woo and other such ‘:

o activities) af‘ter blackout nours.; -The ship had

'several small P X's and while the line was plenty‘.
'llong when they were open one could buy candy bars_;‘ _

4T;in cartons, almost an& amount of! cigarettes and’ other -

?farticles like soapa Sh&vinz cream and razors. s

passengers well up on’the'war news;‘ During the:f __:

»'moyage the newsmwas recieved that the Germans had

.,beon driven from Tunis and that the African campaign

"“was at a close. This news waa welcomed with e great .'ﬁflq 71;

L«

5]ilshouting of joy by everyone for they all knew that it HT“”"'

“3iwas a big step in tha direction of Berlin. :fﬂoi': P
| The only routine outside of the chow line was
= tuo ruster on- the promonade dack at eleven e&ch morn-'iyf"
‘Jing.. At that time the tannoy would come on and at
f; onca all men would move to the position asaigned to their
.group on tho dock.A The muster lnsted about l half hour  ﬁ

f'during wbich time details cleaned the living quarters and

:?hallways of the bout.. Outaido of tnat everyone ‘was® free L

. fjto do as they p]eased and go almoat overywhere they wanted

“°. :'f:' ':




The main purpose of the formation, though, vas to get -

'everyone on one“dack and teach them their positions to be .-

‘.:_: -ta cen--in" Lne event of an emergency. -

‘ 5 On the morning oI‘ the sixth day ;veryone awoke to o
A . ‘(uee the Queen Elizabeth moving alowly up Y loch which was
._5:_11ned on each side by green clad hills dottad with clean
; .f-t“looking, homey cottagea y At the 1nlot'a terminal stood

N} fair sized citx.‘ Word want around thnt they were at

e o




